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Marina Safety
Message from the Harbour Master

Your help needed

“Most boaties are responsible and take the safety message 
seriously”, says Dave Duncan, Nelson Harbour Master. 
He says this makes his role, which includes ensuring the 
safety of people on water and enforcing maritime by-laws, 
“much easier”. 

The key message Dave wants to reinforce is that safety is a 
priority and he urges boaties to give gear a thorough check 
before heading out on the water. Although there has been a 
pleasing increase in the number of people carrying life jackets, 
Dave has seen instances where safety equipment, such as 
flares or lifejackets, have expired or deteriorated after being 
in storage. 

Dave says it is important to carry two types of communication 
in case help is required, and this should include a Marine VHF 
radio. A cell phone lets you talk to one person, whereas a VHF 
lets you talk to many people. However, you need to know how 
to use a VHF. Dave recommends that at least one person on the 
boat should hold a VHF Operator Certificate, which is available 
through Coastguard Boating Education (phone 0800 408090 
to book). 

While you can use a VHF radio for emergency calls without 
an operating certificate, the training will help make sure your 
call gets through, get you a radio call-sign so you are easily 
identified, and enable you to access more services via VHF. 

Joining the Coastguard as a local member and registering 
your boat will also mean much easier responses in 
emergencies. In event of a marine emergency, either dial 
111 and ask for the Police, or call for help on the VHF radio, 
Channel 16.

Dave comments that recent spring weather was very windy and 
he was occasionally been surprised to see people heading out 
in winds over 25 knots. He urges people to listen to weather 
warnings and if in doubt wait until weather improves. 
Up-to-date weather forecasts are available on the Coastguard’s 
‘Nowcasting’ service on Channel 22 on Marine VHF radio.

Dave reminds berth-holders that there is a huge drive on 
biosecurity in the Port area, which takes in the Marina. 
This summer boats in the Marina will be audited by divers and 
any boat with significant growth may be towed to the hard stand 
and taken out of the water for cleaning at the owners’ expense. 
Don’t let this inconvenience spoil your holiday.

If you are unsure of local rules, or where the areas are that you 
should be avoiding, check the Navigation Safety Bylaw 2012.

This can be found at: 
nelson.govt.nz/assets/Our-council/Downloads/bylaws/Bylaw-
218-Navigation-Safety-2012.pdf

Clean boats help halt the spread of marine pests. 
This summer, Top of the South Biosecurity is running a 
campaign that asks ‘is your boat clean’? ‘Clean’ means no 
harmful organisms hanging off keels or infesting zinc blocks 
or trim tabs. The best way of doing this is to stay up to date 
with antifouling and general maintenance.

Recreational boats were the biggest carrier of marine pests 
into and around our region in recent years. They have been 
implicated in introducing the clubbed tunicate and the 
Mediterranean fanworm to Picton, Waikawa and Nelson. 
Recently, the tunicate has been found in Duncan Bay.

An information pack and survey will be left on your boat in 
the near future. Please complete this survey and return it to 
the Marina Office, or post it back using the pre-paid envelope. 
Every survey returned puts you into a draw for a free lift and 
clean. 

For more information see http://www.marinebiosecurity.co.nz/
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Fees for Nelson’s marina are much lower than other 
facilities around the country, even allowing for differences 
in service provision. In its draft Long Term Plan, the Nelson 
City Council proposed to increase fees by 4% per year for 
the next ten years. However, community feedback led to 
the Council deciding that fees for 2015/16 should only be 
increased at the rate of inflation until a Marina Strategy is 
developed. 

The Marina Strategy will address issues such as the 
appropriateness of the development levy, and other 
marina services, as well as fees. Consultation with berth-
holders will be a key part of developing this document and 
will occur in 2015/16.

2015 Update
Marina Fees

Since 1 July 2013, we have been working on a new Berth-
holder Licence. The Nelson City Council has talked in 
detail with the Nelson Marina Berth Holders’ Association 
about the proposed content to make sure all parties are 
comfortable. It is important to protect the rights of both 
boaties and Council. 

Although the new Berth-holder Licence is much the same 
as the old one, there are a couple of differences. 

The new agreement will require licence holders to 
provide details of those who live on-board, rather than 
naming the licence holder solely. One reason for this is 
so that the Marina Office has information on the live-
aboard population in case of emergency. The licence will 
also require berth-holders to provide evidence of their 
insurance to the Marina Office and, if they are connected 
to shore-power, to provide an Electrical Warrant of 
Fitness. 

The new berth-holder licence should be with you shortly 
and all boaties are required to sign this as part of having a 
boat in the Marina. 

Marina Matters

‘K’ Pontoon Upgrade

Annual berthholder licence

Talisman Scow
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‘K’ Pontoon is now fully operational. It features a new 
ramp with a non-skid surface, rubbish bins and provides 
better access for boats. As a final touch, the scow Talisman 
has been commemorated with her original name-plate 
mounted here.

‘K’ Pontoon is the site of the original dock for Nelson 
Marina and Talisman features prominently in its history. 
A 94 foot, 92.6 gross ton hold schooner-rigged scow, 
Talisman spent half of her 84 years in Nelson and Tasman. 

Built in Whangaroa in 1897 by Messers Lane and Brown, 
she initially worked in the Auckland region. Talisman’s 
registration was transferred to Nelson in 1939 when she 
was ketch-rigged with an auxiliary oil-engine and twin-
screws and owned by Golden Bay Shipping Limited.

From 1951 she was owned by the Inter-Island Trading 
Co as part of a team of wooden scows that transported 
produce around Tasman Bay and over to Wellington. Cargo 
could include bulk freight such as live pigs and cartons 
of butter. By now diesel motors had been added and the 
mainsails would only go up to help boost speed.

The Nelson Harbour Board purchased Talisman in 1963 
when her previous owners asked the Board to accept her 
as payment for costs incurred during her rescue after she 
broke loose one night. At that point Talisman was moved 
to a position close to what is now ‘J’ Pontoon and was 
used as a floating berth with dingy racks. 

Talisman remained here until 1981 when she sank 
overnight after someone inadvertently switched off her 
bilge pumps. Talisman was then sold to an engineering 
firm who salvaged much of her kauri timber and 
disposed of the rest. 

A steel barge was brought in to provide floating berth 
facilities and stayed in use until the Marina expanded 
and pontoons replaced most of the pile moorings. 

Today we have Talisman’s original nameplate to remind 
us of her fine service to the region. 

Boating Skills
Get the most out of your 
boat this summer 
A good way to increase your skill level is the courses 
provided by Coastguard Boating Education (phone 0800 
408090). 

The Day Skipper is an introductory 15-hour course suitable 
for yachts, launches, powerboats, personal water craft 
(such as jet skis), sea kayaks, and waka. Coastguard also 
offers a 6-hour Maritime VHF Operator Certificate, which is 
the minimum requirement for users of Marine VHF Radio. 
As well as attending classes, you can complete these 
courses online or by home study.

More detailed is a 30-hour Boatmaster course, which 
is for boaties with existing knowledge and experience. 
This course applies to yachts, launches and powerboats

For more information about any of these courses, 
contact Coastguard Boating Education on 0800408090 or 
(Ph. 548 8300 or Email. enquiries@coastguardnelson.co.nz)
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Marina Noticeboard

Marina Matters
Hardstand
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• The Marina Management Committee met in November. 
This body has two representatives from each of Nelmac, 
Nelson City Council and the Nelson Marina Berth-
holders’ Association. The Harbourmaster is also a 
member. 

• The Marina is close to capacity, with 96% occupancy. 
This figure rises to 99% if small 8m berths are excluded 
from calculations, and there is a waiting list for boats 
over 12m.

• Recently you may have talked to SLR Consulting, 
who were commissioned to develop a Marina Strategy 
for the next 10 years. Talking with berth-holders is 
part of the process to identify the Marina’s role in the 
community and within Nelson City Council, as well 
as exploring development and management options. 
Recommendations from the strategy development 
work will be put to Council early in 2016.

• Tenders for dredging Nelson Marina exceeded the 
budget, so work has been deferred until autumn 2016 
to allow time to review the future dredging needs of the 
Marina, based on the Marina Strategy Study findings. 
In the meantime, Council is working with the preferred 
tender party to dredge urgent areas first. Boat owners 
who have concerns about their berth depth are 
encouraged to contact the Marina Office, who may be 
able to relocate boats to a more suitable berth.

• No cost-effective and environmentally acceptable 
technology is currently available to manage biofouling 
on marine infrastructure, including boats. This could 
be about to change as researchers develop new 
technologies. This summer Cawthron Institute is using 
the Nelson Marina to test the efficacy of bubble curtains 
in sustainably preventing the accumulation of biofouling 
on pontoons. This project has been endorsed by the NZ 
Marina Owners Association.

• Pedestrian ramps & pontoons now have non-skid matting.

• Yachts, waka-ama, small sailing vessels, kayaks and 
power boats all use the Akerston Street boat ramp. 
The Harbour Master has been down at the ramp on 
recent Saturday and Sunday mornings talking to people 
as they launch boats, and is keen to reinforce the need 
for good behaviour so that everyone has an enjoyable 
and safe summer.

Providing hardstand facilities at the Marina has been an 
unresolved issue for many years. This is soon to change 
with Nelson City Council entering into a conditional sale 
and purchase agreement to acquire 3065 m2 of land at 
Akersten Street. The area, currently operated by a private 
business, comprises the existing hardstand facility, as well 
as a wharf, jetty and other infrastructure associated with 
operating a hardstand. 

The agreement is still conditional and subject to due 
diligence, which will be completed by 30 June 2016. 
If finalised, the purchase will secure boaties’ access 
to hardstand facilities.

Meanwhile, it is business-as-usual for people wanting to 
work on their boats. Nelson Hardstand Ltd is the private 
company who maintain the haul-out facility and travelift; 
if you want to make a booking, ring Pete on 021 546 914.

Holiday Notice
Our best wishes for a happy and safe holiday and a fantastic 
boating season. Note that the Marina Office will be closed 
on Christmas Day, 25 December 2015. 

If an emergency haul-out or assistance is required, 
please phone 021 546 914. The additional costs involved 
in an urgent call-out are considerable, so be sure your 
needs are a real emergency before ringing!
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