Crime Prevention through
Environmental Design (CPTED)

CPTED is about designing
space to reduce the
opportunity for crime

CPTED reduces the opportunity for crime by
creating an environment in which a criminal feels
uncomfortable or likely to be caught.

Offenders avoid places and property which

are open and visible as they could be seen by
others. As well as creating an environment
where criminals feel uncomfortable, these design
principals also help create an environment where
law-abiding citizens feel secure. People react to
environmental cues, e.g. “this place looks safe,
looks clean and I'll go in here.” Law-abiding
people use a space because they feel safe, while
offenders would NOT because their criminal
activity would be observed by others.
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CPTED reduces the opportunity for
crime by creating an environment in which
a criminal feels uncomfortable
or likely to be caught.

For more information:
www.nelsoncitycouncil.co.nz
(search keyword = CPTED)

or call the Safe City Advisor
03 546 0368

Support your neighbour by keeping
an eye out for each other —
Consider forming a
Neighbourhood Support Group.

Call the Coordinator
Kim MacDonald at 546 4902
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Crime Prevention through
Environmental Design |
(CPTED) for your home

CPTED means designing space to
reduce the opportunity for crime
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Sense of
ownership

Places that demonstrate a sense
of ownership promote respect
and boundary responsibility.
Showing a space is cared for will
make the offender feel that she
or he will look out of place and
their presence will be challenged.
Maintenance is key to ensuring a
sense of ownership.

Clearly define your private
property boundary (e.g. yard,
driveway, and walkway) from
public space (e.g. street,
footpath) by landscaping, (e.g.
alternate paving stone colour,
low shrubbery or low fencing).

Maintenance

Keeping your place maintained shows your
home is cared for and offenders will know
they might be challenged.

@ ¢ Be careful that bushes don’t overwhelm

sightlines.

e Do not plant shrubs that obscure visibility
of front fences.

® Prune selectively to open up sightlines and
reduce places to hide.

e Trim the lower branches of trees to a
canopy height of 2 metres allowing
sightlines underneath them.

References: National Guidelines for Crime Prevention through/Environmental/Design in New|Zealand: Part 1: Seven Qualities of Safer Plac
, 2001CIT. CPTED - Residential, Santa Barbara County Sheri

City of Gosnells, Safe City Urban Design Strate
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See and be seen

It is important to maintain visibility
between houses and streets.

Access to
your house

Make it easy for the right people to
find their way into your house and
harder for intruders.

People in the street and neighbours
who can see your house provide
additional security.

It's much better if people don’t have
to GUESS to find the entrance. You
don’t want to give people an excuse
to wander around your house,

so provide them with a footpath
leading to the front door.
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e Make sure you can see public

defensive spaces; i.e. streets and reserves.
planting: e Make entrances visible and

Use low overlooked by a window if
EP;%?a)CCEUSheS possible.

ground level

windows.

Fences \

Fences can define boundaries and ownership
but should also allow clear views of surrounding
area. Low fences allow neighbours to get to
know each other and watch out for each other.
See ‘See and be seen’.

@ e Keep fences

low - 1.2 metres
high at most,
not obscuring
the entrance.

e |

s Department.

National Guidelines for Crime Prevention,

Lighting

Ensure appropriate lighting for
streets, paths, alleys, and parks.
Lighting is an important element
in any site design. It should
provide clear paths for movement
and highlight entryways without
creating harsh effects or shadowy
hiding places.

Lighting removes the cover of
darkness that offenders need to
commit crime.

@ e Call your Council if you feel

the lighting in public reserves
is inadequate.

e Install sensor lights on your
property.
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Reserve
boundary

Is your property on the boundary of
a reserve? If so allow oversight from
the reserve to your property and
from your house to reserve.

@ ¢ Avoid bushy landscaping (trees

and shrubs) that may give
offenders a place to hide.
See ‘See and be seen’.

e Law-abiding people are more
likely to use a reserve that feels
safer, which in turn makes your
home safer.
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